
 
 
Tips for Doing a Reading 
Comprehension Test 
 
 



 

Here are some simple tips to help you do better 
on a reading comprehension test: 
 
 

Preview the Passage 
 
Look at the title and subheadings: These show the main topic 
or themes. 
 
Read the first and last paragraphs: They often explain the 
main ideas. 
 

Focus on Main Ideas and Key Details 
 
Find the main point: Look for the central message of the pas-
sage. 
 
Notice important details: Pay attention to facts, examples, 
and explanations that support the main idea. 
 

Practice Active Reading 
 
Mark the text: Underline or write notes in the margins to 
highlight key ideas. 
 
Summarize each paragraph: After reading, briefly explain the 
paragraph in your own words. 
 
 



Understand the Structure 
 
Know the text’s structure: Identify how the text is organized 
(like in order of time, cause and effect, problem and solution, 
etc.). 
 
Watch for transition words: Words like “however,” 
“therefore,” “for example,” and “in conclusion” show when 
the argument or explanation changes. 
 

Pay Attention to Context 
 
Understand the words: If you don’t know a word, try to guess 
its meaning from the surrounding text. 
Make inferences: Try to figure out what is meant even if it’s 
not said directly. 
 
 

Manage Your Time 
 
Don’t spend too much time on one question: If you’re stuck, 
move on and come back to it later. 
 
Set a time limit: Give yourself a set amount of time for each 
passage and its questions. 
 

Read the Questions First 
 
Look at the questions before reading the passage: This will 
help you know what to focus on. 
 
Find keywords: Look for words in the questions that you can 
match with the passage. 
 



 

Eliminate Wrong Answers 
 
Cross out clearly wrong answers: This will help you narrow 
down your choices. 
 
Avoid tricky answers: Be careful of answers that seem partly 
correct but miss the main point. 
 
 

Don’t Overthink It 
 
Stick to the passage: Only use information from the text, not 
what you know outside of it. 
 
Be clear-minded: Focus on what the passage says directly or 
strongly suggests. 
 
 

Practice Regularly 
 
Take practice tests: Try doing tests in the same way as the real 
one to get used to the format and time limits. 
 
Learn from mistakes: Review what you got wrong to do better 
next time. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
By using these tips, you’ll get better at understanding what 
you read and do well on tests. 



So, now you know how to do a Reading 
Comprehension Test. 
 
 

CLICK  here to sign up for my FREE Reading 
Comprehension Test. 
 
Please follow the instructions. 
 
Good luck. 
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